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NA Pawpaws are commonly propagated from seed. The seed propagation of NA pawpaws is im-
portant to the hobbyist and the professional who desire to propagate NA pawpaws as a source of
seedlings for ornamental use and under stock production in the use of grafting.

Pawpaw seed collection:

NA Pawpaw seeds should be collected from mature, ripe fruit. After removing the seeds from the
pulp, care must be exercised in handling the seeds prior to germination because they lose their via-
bility after drying.

Pawpaw seed handling:

NA Pawpaw seeds must be stored under conditions that prevent drying. NA Pawpaw seeds may be
stored in any number of moist media, such as, sand, sphagnum peat, perlite, or vermiculite. Use
one cup moist medium with one cup pawpaw seeds.

Pawpaw seed stratification:

NA Pawpaw seeds must be stored in moist medium at 5° C / 41.0° F to retain viability in long term
storage. NA Pawpaw seeds need to be stratified for 100-120 days in a moist medium. The seeds
can be sterilized by soaking the seeds in a 10% Chlorox (1 part Chlorox and 9 parts water) solution
for 5 minutes followed by a clear water rinse. This helps to reduce fungal and bacterial contamina-
tion during cold storage. Do not freeze the seeds.

Planting pawpaw seeds:

NA Pawpaw seeds contain an embryo that is not fully developed at the time the seed is mature and
occupies less than one-half of the seed cavity. When stratified seeds are moved to warm conditions
the cotyledons and the root radicle begin simultaneous growth.. The seeds should be planted 3 cm
(1.2 inches) deep in a moist, well drained medium in containers that are 20-25 cm (8-10 inches)
deep.

Transplanting pawpaw seedlings:

The shoot will emerge from the medium 9 or more weeks after planting. After 12 or more unfolded
leaves have formed, seedlings require transplanting to a larger container.

Jhe three rules on handling pawpaw seeds:
1. Do not let the seeds dry out.

2. Do not let the seeds dry out.
3. Do not let the seeds dry out.
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