
4-H CAMP FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ) 
 

REGISTRATION PROCESS 
Who is eligible to attend 4-H Camp?  
4-H members in traditional clubs (enrolled by the May 1st deadline) and youth who participated in School 
Enrichment projects (ChickQuest, Rockets Away, Go Plants!, etc.) that particular school year are eligible 
to attend.  
 
Where can I find the registration form for camp?  
Registration forms are available in the 4-H Member’s Handbook, on the Fairfield County Extension 
Website (http://fairfield.osu.edu, click “4-H Youth Development”, click “Fairfield County 4-H Camp”), or 
from the Extension Office. 
 
How do I sign my child up for 4-H Camp?  
You may either mail in (please make sure it is complete with payment!) or bring the information to the 
Extension Office (831 College Ave, Suite D., Lancaster) or come to Camp Round-Up (late May, held at 
the Ag Center-main room when you enter the building at 831 College Ave, Lancaster). 
 
When is the deadline to register for camp?  
June 1st. After this date, there is a $10 late fee. But, in order to be eligible for the scholarship, campers 
must register by June 1st. The cut-off date for camp is one week prior to each camp. If June 1st falls on a 
Saturday or Sunday, registrations will be accepted until the Monday following.   
 
Can my child attend another camp, even if s/he is another age?  
The activities are designed for the age group. It is not recommended for campers to attend another camp 
if there is a large age difference amongst the campers (14 year olds attending Junior Camp or 9 year 
olds attending Intermediate Camp).   
 
Are there scholarships available?  
Yes! Scholarships are available for campers who attend camp for the first time (at Junior or 
Intermediate), have multiple campers attending camp (ANY camp!), or have a financial need (for ANY 
camp). There are not a particular number of scholarships available, as ANY camper who is eligible may 
receive a scholarship. (Just make sure they are turned in by June 1st!). And please send a thank you 
note!   
 
How do I know if my camper receives a scholarship?  
You just need to fill in the scholarship request form and submit it (along with payment) by June 1st. It is 
an automatic scholarship, so go ahead and pay the reduced amount! Please remember to send a thank 
you note!  
 
How do I know how much camp will cost?  
This information is on the camp registration form. Cost varies for each camp. If your camper receives a 
scholarship (see above for more information), go ahead and send the reduced rate—it is an automatic 
scholarship, as long as the camper is eligible and applies on time! There are additional costs for crafts, 
snacks, and such at camp—more details will be given regarding this in the camper letter.   
 
What is Camp Round-Up?  
This is a time for the camper to meet the counselors, learn the camp themes, check out some of the 
camp activities, and register for camp! It is NOT required to attend, but is a good opportunity for the 
camper (and parents) to gain more information on what to expect!  



How do I request a cabin buddy for my child?  
This request is made through the Camper Registration Form. Camper Registration Forms are available 
on the website (http://fairfield.osu.edu, click “4-H Youth Development”, click “Fairfield County 4-H 
Camp”), at the Extension Office, or at Camp Round-Up. Campers names need to clearly be written and 
parents must sign next to the camper’s name. Only requests with the appropriate signatures that are 
made by the June 1st Camper Registration deadline will be considered. There are no guarantees that we 
can make this happen – but we’ll do our best!     
 
There are 3 or more campers who want to be in the same cabin, but only 2 lines on the cabin 
buddy request form. How can we get 3 campers in the same cabin?  
You can’t. Part of the goal of camp is for campers to make new friends while keeping the old. If there is a 
group of 4, they can split up (2 and 2) to still have one friend with them and still being able to make new 
friends, too. They will be able to spend time during the day with campers who are not in their cabin.   
 
My child requires special accommodations (allergies, specific medication, etc.). How do I prepare 
the counselors and staff members at camp?  
Please contact the office (740-652-7260) to let us know prior to camp arrival. Additionally, this should be 
noted on the Ohio 4-H Health Statement which is due to the Extension Office PRIOR to camp. We will 
talk to you and the nurse, kitchen workers, or whoever would need to know this information. This will be 
better for the camper and staff members to have an enjoyable camping experience! You will also want to 
make sure to tell the camper’s counselor when you arrive to camp so s/he is aware, too.   
 
My child has an obligation during camp. Can s/he leave and return to camp or leave early?  
While it is discouraged for a camper to do so (they will miss out on many of the activities and team 
building experiences!), it is possible. There is a form (Camper Release Form) provided in the camper 
letter packet to fill out and bring with your camper to camp. Once a camper leaves camp, they cannot 
return to camp. 
 

AFTER REGISTRATION BUT BEFORE CAMP 
How do I know what paperwork is needed to bring to camp?  
Your camper should have received a camper letter when they registered for camp. The Ohio 4-H Health 
Statement, Permission to Participate, and Camper Release Forms are included in this packet. If you 
need another copy of your camper letter, please contact the office by email or phone. Forms are due to 
the Extension Office PRIOR to camp. Please note this deadline in the camper letter. 
 
What does my child need to bring to camp?  
There is a packing list of items to bring to camp included in the camper letter. Items include toiletries, 
clothing, swimsuit, towel, flashlight, and special items to bring.   
 
How do I get to camp?  
You will find directions in the camper letter. Mapquest does not work, so please make sure to use the 
appropriate directions!  
 
How much money should my camper bring to camp?  
There are crafts and a canteen at camp that has snacks, T-Shirts, flashlights, etc. Typically campers that 
bring $20 will have more than enough money for the time they are at camp. They will bring home 
whatever is not spent!   
 
What forms are needed to bring to camp? 
Your camper must submit an Ohio 4-H Health Statement Form (with picture for identification purposes) to 
the office before camp (deadline is June 9, 2017). Your camper MUST bring a Camper Release Form 
and Permission to Participate Form to registration at camp that is signed by the camper and parent.  
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I am concerned that someone will pick up my child that is not permitted to.  What should I do? 
There is a Camper Release Form in the camper letter packet to fill out and bring with your camper to 
camp. You will indicate the individuals who CAN pick up your child from camp. Picture identification will 
be required for any camper to be released from camp matching the identified individuals listed on this 
form.  
 

AT CAMP 
What do we do when we get to camp?  
Camper check-in time is listed on the camper letter. You will wait outside the lodge until it is time to begin 
(counselors and staff will not be ready earlier!). There is a health assessment that will occur outside the 
lodge (taking the camper’s temperature and asking a few health-related questions). Then, campers will 
come into the lodge to check in. Please leave your gear (sleeping bags, pillows, luggage, etc.) outside!  
But make sure to bring in your paperwork with you that you still owe us! (Camper Release Forms) 
 
How does the check in process work?  
Campers will have the health assessment, get their cabin number and program, visit the camp bank (if 
desired to use), and stop by the camp nurse. If they are Tie Dyeing at camp, they will need to turn in their 
white T-Shirt and $5.00 payment at this time. They will also be able to visit the canteen to make any 
purchases (clothes, gear, snacks, etc.). After they have done all of these things, they can move into their 
cabin!  
 
Where do campers sleep?  
There are 7 cabins on a hill (4 hills total) at camp. Some call them mountains!   Each cabin holds 8 
bunks (one of which is a counselor) and sometimes a cot.   
 
Where do campers shower and bathe?  
There is a shower house on each hill with toilets, sinks, and showers. Campers will walk from their 
cabins to the shower house.  
 
Can my camper bring snacks?  
Yes. However, there are many creatures in the woods, so snacks should be contained in Tupperware or 
other sealed plastic containers that critters cannot chew through. Please make sure they are healthy 
snacks!  
 
What kind of food is at camp?  
There are kitchen workers who prepare the meals for camp. They are similar to school lunches, but are 
served family style at each table. Breakfast always offers a cereal/fruit bar, and lunch and dinner always 
has a salad bar with lettuce, fruit, and peanut butter and jelly.   
 
What if my camper gets sick or injured at camp?  
There is a certified nurse at camp to take care of first aid needs.   
 
Are cellular phones permitted?  
There is not cell service at camp, so it is not necessary to bring a phone with campers. It is 
recommended to leave it at home so it does not get lost or broken while at camp. Please review the Ohio 
4-H Cell Phone Policy and Tar Hollow Electronics Policy. 



What if I need to get ahold of my camper?  
If for any reason you need to reach your child, there is a land line at the camp. We encourage this line to 
be used only in emergencies and not as a way to call home to relieve homesickness. Please let the 
phone ring and ring and ring, because we may not be near it! If needed, call the Extension Office first 
and they will get in touch with the Camp Director at Tar Hollow. 
 
Who is in charge of the campers?  
Counselors (teens age 14-19) are with the campers constantly and sleep in the same cabin. Adults are 
known as hill supervisors and stay in a cabin on the hill. These adults also assist throughout camp.   
 
How much training have the counselors received?  
Each counselor has attained at least 24 hours of training prior to camper arrival. They have not only 
planned all the activities that take place at camp, but have attained specific training related to risk 
management, youth development, and ensuring the campers will be safe and have an enjoyable time.   
 
What type of activities take place at camp?  
Coordinating with the camp theme, programs have been organized to engage campers and to make 
camp an exciting experience for all who attend. At camp, there are scavenger hunts, teambuilding 
activities with their group, sessions to participate in crafts, canoeing, basketball, line dancing, nature, and 
much more! They also have a campfire one night and a dance the closing night of camp.   
 
My camper takes medication. How will I know they are taking it at the designated time?  
At camp check-in, all medications will be collected and given to the camp nurse. Medication must be 
brought in its original container with the drug label intact. Please place medication in a Ziploc bag with 
directions for the medication along with an additional picture stapled to the front. Make sure all medication has 

the name of the camper on it! The nurse will ensure that medications are given at the proper times. Any 
medications not used will be returned at the end of camp.   
 
Is free time offered?  
Free time will be offered twice a day for campers to select the activities they wish to take part. This 
allows campers to make their own decisions on their leisure time while enjoying time with friends.  
Available activities include canoeing, swimming, basketball, corn hole, nature activities, and much more!  
 
Will my child have fun?  
YES!  Between singing camp songs, enjoying nature, participating in activities, and meeting new friends, 
your child will have a positive 4-H experience that will fill your entire summer with stories and leave them 
excited to return next year!   
 

AFTER CAMP 
My child wants a slide show of the pictures taken at camp. Where do I purchase?  
This will be available after each camp. To order your CD of camp pictures, contact the Extension Office 
after camp and we will let you know when it is ready to pick up. The cost will be $10 for each CD. 
 
How do I get camp dates for following years?  
Camp dates are typically set in September/October for the following year. When they are known, they will 
be posted on the website (http://fairfield.osu.edu, click “4-H Youth Development”, click “Fairfield County 
4-H Camp”) and advertised at the fair.   
 

We can’t wait to see you at camp!! 
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