Houseplant Symptoms and Remedies

Symptom Fossible Cause Remedies Examples
Brown leaf |Excessive soluble { Leach container with Tip burn of spider plant
tips or leaf |saits clear water or remove | caused by fluoride in
margins top 1" of soil; reduce municipal water

fertilizer levels.
Drought stress Ensure media is
evenly moist between
waterings.
Low humidity Increase humidity levels.
Nutrient or Decrease frequency or
chemical toxicity |amount of fertilizer; use
alternate water source.
Pale or Nitrogen Fertilize plant at next Yellow foliage and lower
yellow deficiency watering. leaves shrlve_led on
foliage neglected spider plant —
on lower Pot-bound, sail Check roots and repot nee.c.:is to be repotted,
o |leaves compagction if needed. fertilized and watered
2 reguiarly
E Low light levels Gradually move plant
S to area with higher
@ light levels or provide
% artificial lighting.
wd
Low humidity Leaf edges may yellow,
increase humidity levels.
Pale or pH imbalance Check soil pH and Root rot hinders roots from
ye!iow caus!ng nutrient | adjust as necessary. taking up water and nutri-
foliage deficiency ents, resulting in chlorotic
on upper - Geranium leaves.
leaves Root or crown rot | Check for signs of
brown or black mushy
roots; Diseased roots
are not capable of
delivering water and
nutrients needed for
growth. Often mimics
nufrient issues.
Low light Move plant to area with
higher light levels or
provide ariificial lighting.
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Symptom Possible Cause Remedies Examples
Leaf blotch- | High light Move plant to area Leaf blotches on golden
es, spots, |{sunburn) with higher light levels | pothos caused by exposure
blisters, or provide artificial to high light levels
scabs lighting.

Chilling injury Remove affected
(less than 50F) leaves; cover plant if
transporting in cold
weather.
Chemical spray Remove affected
injury leaves; make note of
product applied and
check application rate
and method.
Drought stress Ensure media is moist
between waterings.
% Grey fuzzy |Humidity too high | Decrease humidity Botrytis can set in when
S | patches on levels by increasing humidity is too high, or
- leaves or air movement around especially on damaged or
8 stems plant, allow media to decaying foliage or petais.
2 dry between waterings. T 7
o
"’J -
Dead or dying Remove any foliage or
foliage or flower | flower petals that have
petals present fallen off the plant.
Leaves Sudden change of | Gradually move plant Ficus plants generally
drop from  |environment from one location to loose their leaves when
the plant another over a period acclimating to a new
of several weeks. environment
Low fertility Fertilize plant at next
watering and at every
other watering.
Improper watering | Too much or too little
— ensure media is
evenly moist between
waterings.




Symptom Possible Cause Remedies Examples
Flowers Drought stress Ensure media remains | Hibiscus flower buds and
drop or are moist between leaves may drop during
short-lived waterings. shipping due to ethylene

Low humidity Increase humidity with | SXPOSUre.
levels humidifier, misting,
grouping plants closer
together.
Temperatures too | Decrease temperature
warm or move plant to loca-
fion without direct heat/
sun.
Exposure {o Ethylene found in
ethylene — an exhaust from heaters
odorless gas that | and engines; move
causes flowers to | plants away from
abort possible vents or drafts.
Seasonal |Plants needs Provide proper light/ Holiday cactus flower buds
flowering more hours of dark cycle for species. | set when the day length
" plants fail  [light or darkness shortens in the fall. Do not
5 | to re-bloom - S place plants in location that
g Low nutrient Increa'se fernhzatl_on, receives evening lighting.
i levels especially potasss_um Cool night temperatures
needed for flowering. | (50.60F) enhance flowering.
Plant may require | Move plant to cool
period of low room for 6-8 weeks
temperatures then return to warm
environment.
Flowers High temperatures| Decrease temperature
are smaller or move plant fo cooler
than usuai location.
or pale in
color Low fertility Fertilize at next water-
ing, and every other
watering while plant is
in flower.
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