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God almighty first planted a garden.
And, indeed, 1t Is the purest of
human pleasures

Sir Frances Bacon, 1561-1626
Philosopher, statesman and scientist



Ready

You will be ready to garden
before the garden is ready for
you.

Moisture
Temperature
Growth




— (CFAES
Moisture Ready

Avoid working very wet soll
A Causes Compaction = Chunks of soil
A Blocks water penetration later
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— (CFAES
Temperature
Ready

Apply pre-emergent weed preventer
when soil temps are 50 °F. This will be
when Forsythias bloom.

Seed lawns when soil temps are 50° F.

This will be when Forsythias bloom.
Oi eBbA AUE Ai pAAA ac°Eeéep °
emergent weed Killer, it will prevent the seed
from germinating.

In general, this is a good time to start

working in the garden.
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e (CFAES
Growth Ready

Let your plants tell you
when to start working in
perennial beds.

Hostas and Hibiscus can be
notoriously late.

Leave some plant material
for pollinators
Debris can break down fast

Stems and debris provide
habitat



pring Cleanup, Prepping Beds,
runing




Set

Get Set for gardening.

A Soil Testing

Alnventory Seeds

Alnventory Chemicals

AFertilizers & Pesticides

AClean & sharpen Hand Tools

A Consider Battery Operated Tools




— (CFAES
Seeds3 Get Set!
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What did you grow from seed last year

that you liked?

What seeds do you still have on hand?

Do you want to grow plants from
seeds with someone, a friend or a
child?
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Soll Testing 3 Get
Set!

Get a Soil Test done to assess
soll pH and fertility levels

Soil pH G acidify soil for acid
loving plants: azaleas,
blueberries, holly

Soil fertility levels for N-P-K,

Nitrogen U Phosphorus (i Potassium
Also provides micronutrient info



Synthetic Fertilizers
3 Get Set!

Who needs 3 different kinds of
fertilizers for Azaleas?

Before buying more fertilizers, check

and see what you have on hand.
FIFO = First In, First Out = Use the oldest first.

Lawn fertilizers are high in Nitrogen
(ex. 20-4-8, may contain an herbicide)

Garden fertilizers be balanced
(ex. 10-10-10)

11



Organic Soil Amendments

Compost Shredded tree bark Sphagnhum peat moss

Manure (cow/sheep/horse/rabbit) Leaf mold Wood ash




Pesticides 3 Get
Set!

What do you think you will need?

What weeds and pests did you have
last year?

Double check what you have on
hand. Keep a minimal amounts.

Must use according to the Label
The Label is the Law
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Hand Tools 3 Get Set
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Hand Tools - Three Favorites

Connie Shields

Why these are my
favorite hand tools:

A Quality
A Usefulness
A Versatility




Hand Tools 3 Get
Set!

Sharpen tools
Even shovels and hoes can be sharpened

Clean tools
Sand pot for small tools
Use soap or vinegar solutions
Solvents for removing sap

Linseed oil on wooden parts




Battery Powered
Tools 3 Get Set

There is a battery operated tool
for all gardening needs.

When might you think about
battery powered tools?
A Need to replace a tool
A Need added power or strength
A Shift to quieter power tools

A Shift away from gas cans or power
cords
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Battery Operated
Tools - Get Set

What to consider when buying battery
powered tools
Your current tools, batteries and chargers
How it will be used
Cost: Tool alone or tool & battery, charger
Voltage (V) G Higher V = Higher cost
Higher V = longer run time
40 G 80V for push mowers
18-20V common for smaller tools
Amp Hours (AH) G Higher AH = Higher cost

Generally higher AH gives better, longer
performance
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Battery Operated Tools - Three
Favorites g

Susie Carpenter ©

Pruners
Weed whip
Hedger




tes

icketts

Favor

R

ISe

L

20



Finally, time to Garden!

The garden is ready and you are set. |
A Spring Cleanup hen Ny A~
APruning

AWeed Control

ALawn Seeding
AFertilizing, soil preparation g
APlanting transplants, seeds %
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Garden 3 Spring Clean -up

Cutting back perennials

Leave 6GI T D i1 AA°A pAAcph
some are pollinators, some food for birds.
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— (CFAES
Garden - Pruning

Purpose of pruning trees &
shrubs

Shape

Thin out branches

Remove dead wood

Promote new growth

Key points

Sharp cuts, avoid tearing bark and
wood

o, w5 ™4 : Disinfect tools to minimize disease
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outside the bar S, PNag ’ .

branch collar 3 Be aware that branches may snap or fall
in weird ways
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Garden 3 Weed
Control

Best strategies are preventative
measures.

Keep your lawn thick to leave no
room for seeds to land.

Use weed-free mulches to keep
weeds out.

Keep on top of weeds to prevent
spread and seed production.




Garden 3 Weed
Control

Different types of weeds require
different strategies

Winter annuals
Henbit, Bitter Cress

Spring germinating annuals
Crabgrass, chickweed

Perennials
Creeping Charlie, dandelion, wild violet




Garden 3 Weed
control

Winter annuals
Germinated last fall.

Some will flower and drop seeds
before you even blink!

Your options:
Hoe or pull out

Apply a broadleaf week killer now

Best controlled in the fall with a pre -
emergent weed preventer




