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What is OSU Extension?

Mission: We create opportunities for people to explore how science-based
knowledge can improve social, economic and environmental conditions.
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What is OSU Extension?

Family and Consumer Sciences

Strengthening Families and Communities
* Provide information to promote healthy people, healthy finances,
and healthy relationships
» Services include:
* Canner Gauge Testing
» Stress Management
* Financial Education
* Nutrition and Food Preservation
Resources & Workshops
* Real Money, Real World : -
» SNAP-Ed programming targets individuals and families ellglble for 5’.;-,4’:2
the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
» Interactive programming helps participants make healthy, nutritional food choices
* Programs reach youth and adults

» Nutrition education and food shopping information to limited resource audiences




What is OSU Extension?

OSU Extension 4-H Youth Development

Preparing Youth for Success
* 4-H Programming including:
« Community and Cloverbud Clubs
* Project work
* Overnight and Day Camps
* Adult Volunteer Opportunities
*» Teen Leadership Opportunities

* School Enrichment Programming
 4-H ChickQuest
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What is OSU Extension?

OSU Extension Agriculture and Natural Resources

Enhancing Agriculture and the Environment
» Soil Testing & Agronomic Crop Information
* Horticulture, Specialty Crop & Natural Resource Inquires

« Plant/Insect Identification
» Farm Management Resources

» Livestock, Pasture & Grazing Information
Master Gardener Volunteer Program
-« Premier statewide network of volunteer

education and leadership development
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Fairfield

County

Fairfield County Office

831 College Ave. Ste D
Lancaster, Ohio 43130

Phone: 740-653-5419
Fax: 740-687-7010
hicks.686@osu.edu

- Directions to
Fairfield County
Extension Office

Hours of Operation

Monday-Friday
7:30 am. - 4:00 p.m

Featured County
Programs

4-H Youth Extension has been helping Ohioans build better lives, better businesses and better communities since 1914
&

Development

- Agriculture and Natural OSU EXTENSION » FAIRFIELD COUNTY » HOME

Resources

COUNTY NEWS

. Search
- Community P

Visit our website: fairfield.osu.edu
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Creating Container
Gardens

Location, Location, Location!

Lots of Containers
Potting Mix Matters
Choosing Plants

Enriched v
Potting Mlx

with Miradke-Cro* Plant Food

Caring for the Whole Season
Plant Combos and Inspirations




Location,
Location,
Location!

Light — Sun, Shade, Part Shade
Heat — Brick, Asphalt, Cement
Wind - Especially for tall plants
Wildlife — Deer and other critters

Background Color -
Light plants for dark background
Dark plants for light colors
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Lots of Containers

Plastic, composites, ceramics are
great for most plants

Breathable pots for succulents, such
as terracotta

Good drainage is a must!
Drainage holes protected from plugging
Self-watering pots still need drainage holes
To promote drainage, elevate pots

Larger pots hold more water for

plants and can still provide drainage

Save your back — Put on rollers

Saving Green
Search out Used
containers or End-of-
Season Sales
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Saving Green
Use less potting mix by
putting ‘spacers’ in the
bottom of large pots.
Reuse Potting Soil

Potting Mix

Matters

Potting Mixes (“soil-less”) provide both
drainage and moisture holding, minus
soil pests.

Potting Soil is too heavy, lacks aeration.

Potting Mixes need added nutrients
Slow-release fertilizers already
added to commercial mixes.
Supplement with liquid fertilizers.

Moisture-Control Mixes great for
reducing watering needs, but not for
succulents.
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How much

Potting Mix do I

need?

AT FUNG! | o NS Containers are measured by size, but
it W0, CLPN potting soll is usually sold by volume!
o Yikes!

The best online calculator that | could
find is from Hawthorne at:

hawthornegc.com/tools/soil-calculator



https://www.hawthornegc.com/tools/soil-calculator
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Choosing Plants

Select healthy plants

Look for insects, diseases

Avoid wilted, yellow or dying leaves

Choose plants with similar sun
and watering requirements

Saving Green
New varieties are often
more expensive.
Tried and true can be
cheaper.

Know what you are growing
Colors, Textures, and Shapes
Fragrance

Lots of Herbs & Veggies for patio
pots

Kay Sargent



Kay Sargent
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Choosing Plants

Do you want your containers
to look full right away?

Plant size and number can
really change the cost of
planters

Saving Green
Buy fewer or smaller
plants and watch
them grow

Bigger plants = greater price
Full grown 12” pot is S30
Planted with 6 small plants, S11
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SUPERBELLS°
CORALBERRY PUNCH

How much sun or shade
this plant needs to grow

FULL TO PART SUN

Calibrachoa hybrid
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Download FREE app for more
planting ideas mem
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QR code: Scan this code with

| your smartphone for a plant

fact 'M more ﬂwng

information, combination
ideas, and photos

The shape in which this
plant grows

The time of year when this
plant flowers

How far apart you should
space each plant (if
planting more than one)

Level of moisture needed
for this plant

Additional helpful information
about the plant’s features

How easy or difficult it is to
take care of this plant
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Use of all Proven Winners®
trademarks is prohibited.

PROVEN
WINNERS'

SUPERBELLS® CORALBERRY PUNCH
CALIBRACHOA

T Mounding Trailing / Mounding Trailing
5 Planting to Hard Frost / Plantar hasta
" Ja fuerte helada

hort: 8-12°
‘orto: 20-30cm
Min: 8" Max 12"
- Min:20cm Max:30cm

ZONES Annual except in zones 9-11
~ " Hardyto30°F/
Anual excepto enzonas 9-11
Resistentea 1°C
Regularly for best results /
~ Regularmente para obtener mejores
resultados

FER Normal / Normal

: Lﬂﬂ Full to Part Sun

~ De Pleno a Medio Sol

. Heat Tolerant; Deadheading Not
‘, Necessary; Fall Interest /Tolerante al
;?,;\; calor; No es necesario retirar |as
~ hojas marchitas; Interés otonal

S ; Containers / Macetas

@Easy/ﬁidl
TN

www.provenwinncn.com /fun

I'll be an AFFAIR ©
REMEMBER.
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Planting Secrets

People usually
1. Put some potting mix in first
2. Put in plants,
3. Then add soil around them.

How would you like to see another way of
planting?

https://youtu.be/gSbh03sSphU



https://youtu.be/gSbh03sSphU
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Caring for the
Whole Season

No. 1 Problem with Container
Gardens:

Overwatering!

Watch for wilting vs browning

Prevention
Well draining pots
Right potting mix
Know the plants’ needs
Feel the soil or weight of the basket




] Saving Green
Good Maintenance
® f th pays for itself in
AN Carmg Or the (e nssen
o=t Whole Season
Watering regularly, but keep in mind
Plant needs

Air temperature

Sunny vs rainy days
Rain is often not enough for containers

Apply liquid fertilizer weekly
Watch for and control pests

Prune unruly plants, prune petunias when
they get leggy

Kay Sargent



Rejuvenation Pruning
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https://youtu.be/3PkxvLwyYQY?si=DGTCK6dSPWfAvXzT
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https://www.wthr.com/article/life/home-garden/home-garden-pat-sullivan/pat-sullivan-rejuvenating-hanging-baskets-cutting-fertilizing/531-41e8aa7a-026b-47fd-b1d4-ea62a0a1e152
https://www.wthr.com/article/life/home-garden/home-garden-pat-sullivan/pat-sullivan-rejuvenating-hanging-baskets-cutting-fertilizing/531-41e8aa7a-026b-47fd-b1d4-ea62a0a1e152
https://www.wthr.com/article/life/home-garden/home-garden-pat-sullivan/pat-sullivan-rejuvenating-hanging-baskets-cutting-fertilizing/531-41e8aa7a-026b-47fd-b1d4-ea62a0a1e152
https://www.wthr.com/article/life/home-garden/home-garden-pat-sullivan/pat-sullivan-rejuvenating-hanging-baskets-cutting-fertilizing/531-41e8aa7a-026b-47fd-b1d4-ea62a0a1e152
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Supersized Hanging
Basket Tips

Once a Week: First, full strength
Miracle Gro (1 Tablespoon/gallon
water), next week with Miracid at full
strength (1 Tablespoon/gal.) Alternate
all season long.

Or..

Daily fertilizing when watering: Use
Y4 strength (1 teaspoon/gal.) Use
Miracle Gro regularly and substitute
with Miracid every 3rd watering.




24

—_— (CFAES
Plant Combos
and Inspirations

Know what you like

Get inspiration from wherever you
can

Look for container ‘recipes’
Proven Winners
Monrovia
YouTube —
Up North Garden w/Corey



My Favorites:
Tami

CHOOSE THE COLOR SCHEME,
ARRANGEMENT, AND CONTAINER
TO FIT YOUR STYLE

ol [ coNTAINER
WINNERS' -3 x* FRAGR/

GARDEN BOOK

Pots, Techniques, and Projects
to Transform Any Space o
— - Simple Plans, Picture-Perfect Plants,
and Expert Advice for Ll

HOW TO ENLIVEN

0ST OF SCEN
RUTH ROGERS CLAUSEN & THOMAS CHRI MR ) bt T




Swiss chard

Asian eggplant

‘Little Fingers’

Nasturtium




My Favorites:
Kay

Dragon Wing Begonia
Dependable and beautiful
Black and Blue Salvia

Hummingbird and Pollinator magnet

Canna Lilies

Bold statement, needs a heavy pot

w kT Creeping Jenny, Lyc
‘.“ e : | i

Kay Sargent Great Spiller, can overwinter outside



Filler, and
- Spiller Concept

y
2o CKF “ - .

{Qw o ol Thrillers add height and
£

s . S drama, often put in the center
S| ey or back of the container.

: . : Fillers are more rounded or
xR i 2 __  mounded plants and make the
' a2 container look full. Put around
4 and next to the Thriller.

Spillers are trailing and hang
over the edge of the planter.

Kay Sargent Robin Leja
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Thrillers

Thrillers add height and
drama, often put in the
center or back of the
container

Mandevilla
Hibiscus
Salvia

Fountain Grass,
Pennisetum




Fillers

Fillers are more rounded or
mounded plants and make the
container look full. Put around
and next to the Thriller.

Lantana

Impatiens
Geranium
Begonias
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Spillers

Spillers are trailing and hang over
the edge of the planter.

Creeping Jenny
Sweet potato vine
Calibrachoa
Petunias

Super Bells
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- ¢ “" Beautiful
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! Lantana

Verbena
Calibrachoa
=Jd2 Geraniums

Mezoo™ Trailing Red Livingstone
Daisy



w1\ Sun loving
o' | Succulents

TRt "y Can take the hot sun
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Connie Smith
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Shade Gardens

Begonias

Coleus
Pennyroyal

Pansies and Violas
Foliage plants

Light and bright plants show up
better in darker parts of the
garden

L

Robin Leja



Usually best in the
Shade

Spider plants

Crotons

Moses in the Cradle

Peace Lily
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All or some
Foliage

Often best in the Shade
Begonias

Sweet Potato Vine
Grasses

Caladium

vy
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Adding Perennials

What do you have in your yard?
You can easily divide and add to
planters - WV

Lamium

Hostas

Wild Geraniums
Heuchera

Creeping Jenny

Or, buy small perennials and
grow them out in planters, just
don’t overcrowd
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Patio Pots - Veggies

Pick right outside your door

Lettuce and spinach are easy to
pick and clean

For larger veggies, select
cultivars that are developed for
containers, such as this
‘Sweetheart of the Patio’ tomato

Connie Smith

38
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Patio Pots

Full size plants need large
pots

Eggplantisina 22" pots

Potatoes in a pot are easy
picking

Kay Sargent
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Patio Pots -
Herbs

Fresh herbs are great in the
kitchen, but are often expensive

Plant what you love to eat
Plant a theme

*/0s Hippy — Parsley, Sage,
Rosemary and Thyme

Salsa — Pepper, cilantro, onion,
tomato
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Creating Container
Gardens

Location, Location, Location!

Lots of Containers

Potting Mix Matter

Right Plants for Your Spot
Caring

Plant Combos and Inspirations
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airfield County District

Register at:

fcdlibrary.libnet.info/events

e

.

Join Carrie Brown, Extension Educator with Ohio State University
Extension Fairfield County, and Fairfield County Master Gardener
Volunteers, for these free opportunities to learn more about
gardening and landscaping.

Ready, Set...Garden! Kick off the gardening season wth insight about
spring clean-up, prepping your beds, selecting gardening tools, and
timing your plantings.

Creating Container Gardens Container gardening is great for those
with small spaces or those just looking to spruce up a patio. Join us
for recommendations about what plants to choose and how to create
a visually appealing garden.

Planting for Pollinators in Your Home Landscape Is your landscape
pollinator friendly? Explore the basics behind using native flowering
plants to attract and support our bees, butterflies, and moths.

Helping Your Houseplants Thrive Interested in bringing the beauty
of nature inside your home? Take a closer look at the factors that
influence your success with indoor plants.

0

THE OHIO STATE
UNIVERSITY

EXTENSION

Ohio State University Extension is part of The Ohio State University
College of Food, Agriculutural, and Environmental Sciences.

2025 Libary Gardeﬁing Series

Wednesday, March 12, 2025

Ready, Set,...Garden!
6:00-7:00pm

Monday, April 14, 2025

Creating Container Gardens
6:00-7:00pm

Monday, October 20, 2025

Planting for Pollinators in Your
Home Landscape
6:00-7:00pm

Monday, December 8, 2025

Helping Your Houseplants Thrive
6:00-7:00pm

Location
Fairfield County District Library
219 E Broad St, 3rd Floor
Lancaster, OH 43130

Registration
fedlibrary.libnet.info/events

Questions
brown.2766@osu.edu or
740-653-5419

fairfield.osu.edu

CFAES prowvides research and related educational
programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis.
For more il , visit cf osu.edu.
For an accessible format of this publication, visit
cfaes osu.edufaccessibility.

—
—



https://fcdlibrary.libnet.info/events?

FAIRFIELD COUNTY | MASTER GARDENER VOLUNTEERS

1st Annual Plant Sale

Saturday, May 31, 2025 m
9:00 am - 3:00 pm

Fairfield County Fairgrounds
#50 Show Arena

Includes: Annuals, Perennials, Vegetables,
herbs, garden accessories and more




~ “Agk a Master Gardener”

at the Lancaster Farmers Market

L% e PSS g Bring your horticulture and
~ ety B SN C9R..  backyard gardening questions!

Third Saturday of the Month!

May 17

June 21
July 19

August 16
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