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Mission: We create opportunities for people to explore how science-based 
knowledge can improve social, economic and environmental conditions.

What is OSU Extension?

OSU Extension – Fairfield County 

Family & Consumer 
Sciences

4-H Youth 
DevelopmentAgriculture & 

Natural Resources
Master Gardeners 
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Visit our website: fairfield.osu.edu

https://fairfield.osu.edu/home
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Creating Container 
Gardens
Location, Location, Location!
Lots of Containers
Potting Mix Matters
Choosing Plants
Caring for the Whole Season
Plant Combos and Inspirations

Robin Leja

Kay Sargent

Connie Smith
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Light – Sun, Shade, Part Shade
Heat – Brick, Asphalt, Cement
Wind – Especially for tall plants
Wildlife – Deer and other critters
Background Color - 
    Light plants for dark background
    Dark plants for light colors

Location, 
Location, 
Location!

Kay Sargent

Kay Sargent
Robin Leja
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Plastic, composites, ceramics are 
great for most plants
Breathable pots for succulents, such 
as terracotta
Good drainage is a must! 

Drainage holes protected from plugging
Self-watering pots still need drainage holes
To promote drainage, elevate pots 

Larger pots hold more water for 
plants and can still provide drainage
Save your back – Put on rollers

 

Lots of Containers
Saving Green

Search out Used 
containers or End-of-

Season Sales
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Potting Mixes (“soil-less”) provide both 
drainage and moisture holding, minus 
soil pests. 

Potting Soil is too heavy, lacks aeration.
Potting Mixes need added nutrients 
       Slow-release fertilizers already 
       added to commercial mixes.
       Supplement with liquid fertilizers.
Moisture-Control Mixes great for 
reducing watering needs, but not for 
succulents. 

 

Potting Mix 
Matters

Saving Green
Use less potting mix by 
putting ‘spacers’ in the 
bottom of large pots. 

Reuse Potting Soil

Example: 
Peat, 
Perlite, 
Compost
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Containers are measured by size, but 
potting soil is usually sold by volume! 
Yikes!
The best online calculator that I could 
find is from Hawthorne at:    
   

How much 
Potting Mix do I 
need? 

hawthornegc.com/tools/soil-calculator

https://www.hawthornegc.com/tools/soil-calculator
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Select healthy plants
     Look for insects, diseases
     Avoid wilted, yellow or dying leaves 

Choose plants with similar sun 
and watering requirements
      Know what you are growing

Colors, Textures, and Shapes
Fragrance
Lots of Herbs & Veggies for patio 
pots

Choosing Plants

Saving Green

New varieties are often 
more expensive.  

Tried and true can be 
cheaper.
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Do you want your containers 
to look full right away? 
Plant size and number can 
really change the cost of 
planters

Bigger plants = greater price
    Full grown 12” pot is $30
     Planted with 6 small plants, $11

Choosing Plants

Saving Green

Buy fewer or smaller 
plants and watch 

them grow
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Choosing Plants
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People usually 
 1. Put some potting mix in first
 2. Put in plants, 
 3. Then add soil around them. 
How would you like to see another way of 
planting?

https://youtu.be/gSbh03sSphU

Planting Secrets

https://youtu.be/gSbh03sSphU
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No. 1 Problem with Container 
Gardens: 
 Overwatering! 
Watch for wilting vs browning 
Prevention 

Well draining pots
Right potting mix
Know the plants’ needs
Feel the soil or weight of the basket

Caring for the 
Whole Season 
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Watering regularly, but keep in mind
    Plant needs
    Air temperature
    Sunny vs rainy days 
 Rain is often not enough for containers

Apply liquid fertilizer weekly 
Watch for and control pests
Prune unruly plants, prune petunias when 
they get leggy

Caring for the 
Whole Season

Saving Green

Good Maintenance 
pays for itself in 

longevity and beauty

Univ.of Saskatchewan
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Rejuvenation Pruning
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https://youtu.be/3PkxvLwyYQY?si=DGTCK6dSPWfAvXzT
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https://www.wthr.com/article/life/home-garden/home-garden-pat-
sullivan/pat-sullivan-rejuvenating-hanging-baskets-cutting-fertilizing/531-

41e8aa7a-026b-47fd-b1d4-ea62a0a1e152

https://www.wthr.com/article/life/home-garden/home-garden-pat-sullivan/pat-sullivan-rejuvenating-hanging-baskets-cutting-fertilizing/531-41e8aa7a-026b-47fd-b1d4-ea62a0a1e152
https://www.wthr.com/article/life/home-garden/home-garden-pat-sullivan/pat-sullivan-rejuvenating-hanging-baskets-cutting-fertilizing/531-41e8aa7a-026b-47fd-b1d4-ea62a0a1e152
https://www.wthr.com/article/life/home-garden/home-garden-pat-sullivan/pat-sullivan-rejuvenating-hanging-baskets-cutting-fertilizing/531-41e8aa7a-026b-47fd-b1d4-ea62a0a1e152
https://www.wthr.com/article/life/home-garden/home-garden-pat-sullivan/pat-sullivan-rejuvenating-hanging-baskets-cutting-fertilizing/531-41e8aa7a-026b-47fd-b1d4-ea62a0a1e152
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Once a Week: First, full strength 
Miracle Gro (1 Tablespoon/gallon 
water), next week with Miracid at full 
strength (1 Tablespoon/gal.) Alternate 
all season long.

    Or..

Daily fertilizing when watering: Use  
¼ strength (1 teaspoon/gal.) Use 
Miracle Gro regularly and substitute 
with Miracid every 3rd watering.

Supersized Hanging 
Basket Tips
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Know what you like
Get inspiration from wherever you 
can
Look for container ‘recipes’
 Proven Winners
 Monrovia
 YouTube – 
     Up North Garden w/Corey

Plant Combos 
and Inspirations
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Swiss chard
Asian eggplant 
‘Little Fingers’
Nasturtium
Basil 

My Favorites:
Carrie
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Dragon Wing Begonia
     Dependable and beautiful

Black and Blue Salvia
    Hummingbird and Pollinator magnet

Canna Lilies 
     Bold statement, needs a heavy pot

Creeping Jenny, Lyc
    Great Spiller, can overwinter outside

My Favorites:
Kay
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Thrillers add height and 
drama, often put in the center 
or back of the container.
Fillers are more rounded or 
mounded plants and make the 
container look full.  Put around 
and next to the Thriller. 
Spillers are trailing and hang 
over the edge of the planter. 

Thriller, 
Filler, and 
Spiller Concept
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Thrillers add height and 
drama, often put in the 
center or back of the 
container
Mandevilla
Hibiscus 
Salvia
Fountain Grass, 
Pennisetum

Thrillers
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Fillers are more rounded or 
mounded plants and make the 
container look full.  Put around 
and next to the Thriller. 
Lantana
Impatiens
Geranium 
Begonias

Fillers

Connie Smith
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Spillers are trailing and hang over 
the edge of the planter. 
Creeping Jenny
Sweet potato vine
Calibrachoa
Petunias 
Super Bells

Spillers
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Lantana

Verbena

Calibrachoa

Geraniums

Mezoo  Trailing Red Livingstone 
Daisy

Tough and 
Beautiful

Connie Smith
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Can take the hot sun

Use well drained potting mix

Hens and Chicks

Creeping sedum

Aloe 

Kalanchoe

Sun loving 
Succulents
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Begonias
Coleus
Pennyroyal
Pansies and Violas
Foliage plants
Light and bright plants show up 
better in darker parts of the 
garden

Shade Gardens 

Robin Leja
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Usually best in the 
Shade
Spider plants
Crotons
Moses in the Cradle 
Peace Lily

Adding 
Houseplants
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Often best in the Shade
Begonias
Sweet Potato Vine
Grasses
Caladium
Ivy

All or some 
Foliage
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What do you have in your yard? 
You can easily divide and add to 
planters
    Lamium
    Hostas
    Wild Geraniums
    Heuchera
    Creeping Jenny
Or, buy small perennials and 
grow them out in planters, just 
don’t overcrowd
    

Adding Perennials

Robin Leja
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Pick right outside your door
Lettuce and spinach are easy to        
pick and clean
For larger veggies, select 
cultivars that are developed for 
containers, such as this 
‘Sweetheart of the Patio’ tomato

Patio Pots - Veggies
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Full size plants need large 
pots 
    Eggplant is in a 22” pots

Potatoes in a pot are easy 
picking

Patio Pots
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Fresh herbs are great in the 
kitchen, but are often expensive
Plant what you love to eat
Plant a theme
‘70s Hippy – Parsley, Sage, 
Rosemary and Thyme
Salsa – Pepper, cilantro, onion, 
tomato

Patio Pots – 
Herbs 
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Location, Location, Location!

Lots of Containers

Potting Mix Matter

Right Plants for Your Spot

Caring 

Plant Combos and Inspirations

Creating Container 
Gardens
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Register at: 

fcdlibrary.libnet.info/events

https://fcdlibrary.libnet.info/events?
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“Ask a Master Gardener”
at the Lancaster Farmers Market

Bring your horticulture and 
backyard gardening questions! 

Third Saturday of the Month!
May 17
June 21
July 19

August 16



Questions?
Master Gardeners: Tami Morehart, Lise Ricketts, Kay Sargent  
Extension Educator: Carrie Brown, brown.2766@osu.edu 
   Special Thanks to Robin Leja & Connie Smith

Visit our website: fairfield.osu.edu

go.osu.edu/fclibrary

https://fairfield.osu.edu/home
https://go.osu.edu/fclibrary
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