THE EXTENSION CONNECTION

Highlights from OSU Extension in Fairfield County

4-H YOUTH DEVELOPMENT

Fairfield County Junior Fair
¢ 72 members graduated
from the Cloverbud
program and will be project
members next year. 22
members attended a %
graduation ceremony held ‘
in the Round Cattle Barn during the fa1r
¢ On Sunday, October 5th, 52 Cloverbud members
participated in a Show-N-Tell event and 50 members
showed in the Stuffed Animal Show.
¢ 2289 projects from youth in 4-H and FFA were
completed at the fair.
¢ 726 animals went through the
Livestock Sale which grossed an
estimated $449,286.
¢ Over 5000 pounds of food was
collected for the Stock the Trailer
Campaign with Farm Credit. Food
was donated to Fairfield County pantries including:
Salvation Army, Lancaster Vineyard Food Pantry and
Outreach, Victory Center Food Pantry, and Short East
Community Kitchen. Donors included the Fairfield
County Cattlemen Association, Meijer, and Jeremy Mills
with Rise Realty. —
Panorama
¢ The 2025 Fairfield County Junior
Fair Queen was crowned during
the Junior Fair Panorama.
Isabella Busey (Junior Fair
Queen) and her court: Kaitlyn
Stonerock (1st Attendant), Reagan Thomas (2nd
Attendant) spent the week greeting fair goers, working
shows, and promoting the Fairfield County Fair.
¢ Six Outstanding 4-H’ers: Samantha Bader, Brianna

FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES

Food Preservation Renewed interest in home food preservation follows an increase in
home gardening and the local foods movement. As an economical method to extend
fruits and vegetables, 145 people learned how to preserve foods safely using USDA
recommended practices in 8 food preservation classes on canning, freezing and

dehydrating.

November, 2025

Downey, Aubrey Duke-Ward, Evelyn Hill, Henry
Hoisington, Reagan Thomas were recognized for their
exceptional 4-H careers.

+ 35 FFA members were recognized as recipients of their
American Degree, State Degree, or Top Placing
Proficiency Award.

¢ The friend of the Junior Fair Award was awarded to the
family of Walter Bader in memory of him and his
dedication to the Fairfield County Fair for over 60 years.

Skillathon 148 volunteers facilitated 654 hands-on

Skillathon stations which allowed 4-H and FFA members

to demonstrate what they have learned about their

animals.

2025 Summer Projects

¢ 300 members completed 447 miscellaneous/still projects
and participated in Summer Project Judging in mid-July.
Additionally, 13 projects from 12 youth were judged
during late summer judging.

¢ 14 youth participated in the Pledge Speaking Event, 1
youth participated in the Creed Speaking event, and 6
youth participated in the Communications Contest.

¢ Youth and their families attended Summerfest at the Old
General Sherman Middle School on Sunday, August 17th,
in recognition of their summer project judging
accomplishments.

Ohio State Fair

¢ Over 130 livestock were entered by 60 Fairfield County
4-H/FFA youth for the 2025 Ohio State Fair.

¢ 153 projects from 119 youth were selected to compete at
the Ohio State Fair Non-Livestock Project Judging.
Members received 11 Clock Trophies (top project) , 49
Outstanding of the Day awards (top 20% in a project
area), a state clothing award winner, as well as 2 mock
interview state awards!

Youth Cake Decorating Workshop 13 4-H youth attended a workshop to learn how to decorate cakes, bake pies and
make candy, taught by the Fairfield County 4-H Fashion and Nutrition Board.

In addition, 10 Wellness programs including, Cooking for 1 or 2, Healthy Meal Planning, Diabetes education, Safe
Food Storage, and Mindfulness were presented throughout the county. These were offered at the Fairfield County
Library as well as by request at organization meetings. Over 185 connections were made with these programs.
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SNAP-ED UPDATES 3

-

SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM EDUCATION ""./

To finish out the Fiscal Year 25, the SNAP-Ed Program Assistants taught a series of
classes at five senior sites resulting in 20 lessons, three lessons at a mens sober living
site and three lessons at a womens sober living sites as well as two lessons at the
veteran’s shelter. They also did a 6 week Cooking Matters class.

Due to the federal budget cuts, the grant for the SNAP-Ed teaching program was
defunded at the end of FY25. For over three decades, the Ohio SNAP-Ed program has - d
played an instrumental role in supporting Ohio’s communities—reaching more than 250,000 lovv -income
individuals annually through direct nutrition education and another two million through innovative community
partnerships and the statewide social marketing campaign, Celebrate Your Plate.

The program was set to end September 30th, however due to carry over funds, the program will extend an
additional 2 months. During that time, the Fairfield County SNAP-Ed Program Assistants will be doing 72 classes
in Gorsuch West and Mt. Pleasant schools, a class at the veteran’s shelter and working with several food pantries
around the county. With the support of the Fairfield County Commissioners the program will continue through
December 2026.

Thank you for your support and encouragement for the Fairfield County SNAP-Ed program.

AGRICULTURE AND NATURAL RESOURCES

Fairfield County Partner Receives Master Gardener will focus on the care and maintenance of indoor plants.
Honor Bernie Fleming of Keller Farms Greenhouse was Volunteers will help participants identify the key
recently honored with the State Master Gardener environmental factors that support plant health and
“Friend of the OSU Extension Master Gardener share tips to keep houseplants growing successfully

Volunteer Program” Award. This recognition highlights through the winter months.

his generous support and collaboration with the

Fairfield County Master Gardener Volunteers. Bernie Extension Clinics Strengthen Local Beef Market

not only shares his horticultural expertise and The Right Way, Right Time Cull Cow Evaluation Clinics,

greenhouse resources but also designed and installed held August 7 and 14 in Fairfield County, were a great

the beautiful new landscape beds at the Fairfield County success. Hosted by OSU Extension Fairfield County with

Auditor’s Office. His contributions exemplify the spirit ~ support from the Fairfield County Cattlemen’s

of partnership, education, and community Association, the two-part program at Bussert Livestock

beautification that define the Master Gardener Program. and Bay Packing helped producers evaluate live cows
and carcasses to understand value, timing, and

Cultivating Community Through Education marketing strategies. Evaluations conducted during the

The 2025 OSU Extension Fairfield County Library workshop are

Gardening Series continues to bring hands-on, seasonal now being used

learning to the community through partnerships with by Bay Packing

the Fairfield County District Main Library and the to more

county’s Master Gardener Volunteers. Each session accurately price
offers practical, research-based gardening guidance—  their meat,

from pollinator-friendly landscaping to container demonstrating a
gardening for small spaces. The final program of the meaningful local

year, “Helping Your Houseplants Thrive” (December 8), impact.

Ohio State University Extension is part of The Ohio State University
College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences.

THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY . .
CFAES provides research and related educational prografms
to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more infor-
EXTENSION mation: go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity

fairfield.osu.edu
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